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Spinal surgery

FRENCH SPECIALIST PERFORMS 
OPERATION AT THE CENTRAL HOSPITAL 

State-of-the-art equipment, which can be found in 
the HCAMP theatres, was used during the operation.

Gillet Norotte, a French specialist, and Roberto 
Boschetti, head of resident doctors at HCAMP, 
during the operation for lumbosacral arthrodesis

Gillet Norotte, a French specialist, is 
visiting Barquisimeto for the first time, 
at the invitation of the Orthopaedic and 
Traumatology Surgery Conference

A 50-year old man, suffering from spinal 
wear and tear, was the patient chosen 
for the first surgical operation, which 
was performed by a famous French 
traumatologist at the Antonio María 
Pineda Central Hospital (Hcamp), known as 
lumbosacral arthrodesis by posterior approach, 
according to the information given by Roberto 
Boscheni, head of resident doctors at the hospital.
He added that, on Wednesday 3rd September, the 
specialist will take part in another case, where 
post-graduate students will also be able to see 
the techniques and learn from the know-how of 
Gillet Norotte, from south-eastern France, who 
is accompanied by the traumatologist,  Phillipe 
Laurito.

Jorge García was also in Barquisimeto. Norotte 
explained that the operation aims to enlarge the 
spinal canal so that the patient can walk better, 
and that it is performed in particular when the 
patient has bone wear and tear, whether from 
osteoporosis or for some other factor.

New equipment
Boschetti said that the equipment and instruments 
used at the central hospital are state-of-the-art 
and, with regard to implants and prostheses, he 
commented that the hospital has an agreement 
with companies, from which they request what 

they need, and within three days the patient is 
discharged.
«The invoice (cost), together with the medical 
report, is then sent to Caracas, and there the state 
government pays the company for the implant or 
prosthesis. It is an advantage, because it avoids 
patient waiting time, especially here where we 
deal with people with injuries from all the states 
in the centre and west of the country», he said.
He also added that the department has grown 
in the last three years, because now they have 
eight surgical shifts a week, during which they 
perform between 20 and 25 emergency surgical 
operations and 15 elective operations.
He also mentioned the support from the Hospital 
Management for the purchase of state-of-the-
art equipment, which can cost up to 500,000 
Bolivares Fuertes, thanks to which they perform 
any kind of complex surgery, in the same way 
as in any country in the developed world. «For 
example, we have performed brain aneurism 
operations, with no mortality, thanks also to the 
effort of the whole dedicated staff working in the 
hospital», he said.
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